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lepsy, perhaps a large per cent of them, 
are due to a chronic encephalitis, caused 
by the virus of one of the above diseases 
and some cases to viruses of other dis- 
eases, as it is well known that several 
viruses have neurotropic tendencies. 

If these eosinophilic bodies are indic- 
ative of the viric nature of the disease, 
it is to be hoped that with the strides 
being made in chemotherapy, a chemi- 
cal will be found which is antiviric in 
nature and which will offer some hope 
to those afflicted with epilepsy. 
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WILLIAM GRIER, SURGEON GENERAL OF THE NAVY 

(1877-78) 

By CAPTAIN LOUIS H. RODDIS, Medical Corf:, U, S. Navy 



WILLIAM GRIER, the ninth 
Chief of the Bureau of Medi- 
cine and Surgery and the fifth 
to hold office as Surgeon General of the 
Navy, was born in Ireland on October 
5, r 818, and came. to this country in 
childhood with his parents. He was 
appointed an Assistant Surgeon in the 
Navy from Maryland on March 7, 
1838, and his first service was on the 
sloop Cyane in the Mediterranean 
Squadron. 

After service at the Naval Hospital, 
New -York, and the North Pacific 
Squadron he was promoted to Surgeon 
on April 14, 1852. He was appointed 
Fleet Surgeon of the North Pacific 
Surveying Expedition serving with it 
from 1 8 J3 to 1856. This expedition 
was designed to supplement the ex- 
ploration of the famous Wilkes Expedi- 
tion in the southern Pacific ; and al- 



though far less well known, it was: 
really of equal importance. Underj 
Commodore Ringgold, and later Com-* 
mander John Rodgers the north. 
Pacific area, Bering Straits and Bering \ 
Sea were surveyed. During the Civil ;, 
War, Dr. Grier was attached to thef| 
sloop Macedonian, and from 1863 tog 
1865 to Hospital Pinckney at Mem-* 
phis, Tennessee, the temporary naval' 
hospital of the Western Flotilla on the! 
Mississippi. 

After the Civil War, he served at the 
Naval Hospital, Annapolis, and as a ( i 
member and president of the board of; 
medical examiners at Washington. H«- 
was appointed Chief of Bureau by| 
President Grant on February 3, 1877,? 
and Surgeon General with the relative^ 
rank of Commodore. Surgeon J.. BJ- 
Parker was Assistant Chief of Bureau 
during his term of office. 
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While Surgeon General, Dr. Grier 
ecured the rights, privileges and pay 
of petty officers for the apothecaries 
vho until then were in a serai-civilian 
status. He also urged that they be 
riven warrant rank, a recommendation 
yhich eventually was followed and may 
be regarded as the foundation of our 
present corps of pharmacists. The book 
of "Instruction to Medical Officers" 
was also revised. Grier received an 
additional civilian clerk in the Bureau 
to handle information for the Com- 
missioner of Pensions. 

In requesting an annual appropria- 
tion by Congress of about $100,000 for 
hospital maintenance, Dr. Grier states 
that since 1 86 1 the hospitals of the 
Navy have been increased by the addi- 
tion of the naval hospitals at Phila- 
delphia, Annapolis, Washington, Mare 
Island, and Yokohama, Japan. In re- 
gard to this letter he mentions that 
"The pro}rimity of a group of small 
Japanese dwellings to the naval hos- 
pital at Yokohama exposes that build- 
ing to danger in case of fire, an event 
which is very probable from their in- 
flammable material and the general use 
of -coal oil for illuminations" The Fleet 
Surgeon and the commanding officer 
recommended the purchase bf tjje land 
which could be obtained for about $600. 

A statement of the Naval Hospital 
Fund for July j, 1868 to July 1, 1877 
shows that on the former date the Fund 
contained $436,592.59 while by the 
latter date it had declined to $70.63, 
though there wa* due the Fund 
$132,985.17. He requested an annual 
appropriation of about $100,000 to 



maintain the Naval Hospital Fund at a 
proper level. The large sum in the 
Fund in 1868 was due to the accumu- 
lation resulting from the increased 
personnel of the Navy during the Civil 
War when the deductions of twenty 
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cents a month, and the cost of ration 
of men in hospitals made a very con- 
siderable sum. With the decline of 
the Navy in the post-war years the 
amounts received fell in 1877 to about 
$37,000, an amount, which as the Sur- 
geon General stated, was only sufficient 
for the Upkeep and maintenance of one 
of the larger hospitals. 

For the first time since 1865 the' 
Medical Corps was nearly filled, there 
being but four vacancies in the grade 
of Assistant Surgeon. There were 
twenty-two Acting Assistant Surgeons. 
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100 ; lib* improvement in the status of pharrn* 

Dr . G^s most important £P fe ^ Nayy and as such desen| 
tion during his term of office w 

" r ong advocacy of a -Corp. <£ ^ ^ Grier a lso mentions the sun 
dries'' and he deserves to be known ^ Nayy d the C«* 

f s the virtual founder of <**; P*P«* having been prepared under t&f 
" up of pharmacists His ^ffi* a Medical Inspe^r U 

on the subject is reproduced a* * _g*» « P d for pubhca tmn and JH 
iW of the situation of the apothe- b£ g ^ ^ ^ th C ongres| 
^ in the Navy at that tune and h £££ the resolute for J&t 

Commendations to improve the, ^ ^ nter t0 pr int 5 ooo copes 

^Aper-nent corps of apothecaries the ^ ^ ^ Gen ^ 
for the Navy is very desirable These l r£rnarkable on e. Coming as, 

"tfe o 1. o( the brief «• J^SST—y - -*!^ 

™ ich the W^"^ e«d conditions of 
Ldthenncertninty of .« tenure,"^ (d ^ 

S the inferior rant assigned t0 ship5 . He entered the Navy -n the 

that of «P«y officer," ^'"V ™S .rinistration of President Van Buren 

f oo od character and hah? T died m tha , of President Taft. 

dfSt ob.ainedand«th S .m r .er «*£ ^ rf 



approved by a boa ^ 



re Xray and ail the other 
antitoxin, the A-ray, 
Evolutionary changes ,n h» own pro- 
r M ion,werI«itoessedb y h,n.Ind« 



Naw after having u<^» - — ffi w avy he saw uw &- , 
Unlived by a board of medical offi- ^ from wood to steel, from broad 

S They ^ uld haV£ a de "'turret, from the old wooden: hfl 



being, as now, compelled to 

m ess on the berth deck ^ 

This was one of the 
strongest attempts to bring abou 



of battleship to the dreadnaught. 

DrGrie retired on October 5,1^ 
His death occurred at W.hmgto, 
D.C., on January n, ig^. ^tHe a 
vancedage of 93 years- 



